Secret Steps of San Francisco

San Francisco is known for its hilly terrain and hidden gems, including various staircases
that offer both functional pathways and unique explorations. Here are a few notable sets
of "secret" or lesser-known stairs in San Francisco:

1. Filbert Steps:

e Location: The Filbert Steps are located in the Telegraph Hill
neighborhood.

o Description: This staircase is famous for its lush gardens and stunning
views of the city and the bay. The staircase ascends Telegraph Hill and
leads to Coit Tower. The Filbert Steps are lined with beautiful houses and
gardens, providing a serene and scenic ascent.

2. Macondray Lane Steps:

e Location: Macondray Lane is situated in the Russian Hill neighborhood.

o Description: While not a traditional staircase, Macondray Lane is a
charming narrow alley with a set of steps that wind through a picturesque
setting. Often referred to as the inspiration for the fictional "Barbary Lane"
in Armistead Maupin's "Tales of the City," the lane offers a peaceful
escape.

3. Hidden Garden Steps:

e Location: The Hidden Garden Steps are located in the Inner Sunset
neighborhood.

o Description: This staircase features beautiful mosaic tiles created by artists
Aileen Barr and Colette Crutcher. The mosaic artwork depicts a variety of
flora and fauna, creating a hidden garden feel as you ascend the steps.

4. Palm Avenue Steps:

e Location: The Palm Avenue Steps are situated in the Sea Cliff
neighborhood.

o Description: This staircase, surrounded by lush greenery, provides a
peaceful climb in a residential area. The steps offer scenic views of the
neighborhood and the nearby Pacific Ocean.

These staircases not only serve as functional pathways for residents but also contribute
to the unique character of San Francisco. Exploring these "secret" steps can be a
delightful way to discover hidden corners of the city, enjoy beautiful art installations,
and experience the diverse neighborhoods from a different perspective. Keep in mind



that some of these staircases may have become popular attractions, so it's always a
good idea to respect the local community and the surroundings while exploring.




